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MEXICO CITY — He bounds around Mexico

like a fanatical tourist, weaving through

Indian markets and colonial churches while

urging his viewers to “Come on! Come on’™

and spewing Spanish in an awful American =

accant 9 Reddit
Facebook

The "Gringo in Mexico,” as Robert Alexander
is known, has a hit TV show that is half
travelogue, half food fest and 100% enthusiasm for all things
Mexican. It's a potent pick-me-up in a country that has been
feeling pretty down about itself Iately.

“Hola!l Welcome to GEM, Gringe en Mexicol” Alexander
exclaims to the camera as he prepares to invade a Mexico Gity
restaurant

EJ eniarge
Since its debut last year, the show has become one of the top
programs on cable and satellite channels owned by
entertainment giant Televisa, including Unicable in Mexico,
Televisa International in South America and Galavision in the
USA and Europe.

VIDEO: & look at™Gringo in Mexico,” a travel show produced in Mexico

It's seen in 40 countries and turned Alexander, a former seil scientist from San Francisco, inte an international
phenomenon

“GEM! Your show is great” says Morela Ortiz, a tourist from Venezuela who spots Alexander on a Mexico Gity
sidewal

Each episode is a one-man expedition, as Alexander elbows his way into festivals, interviews artisans and
Swoons over every bite of a taco. He peppers his Spanish with English exclamations — ~“Oh good!” and “Yeah!

Over 80 episodes, Alexander has fought bulls, flown on a para-glider and bared it all on a nude beach. He's
eaten caterpillars, ant eggs, roasted grasshoppers and fermented agave sap

Fans say the show is an antidote to the bad news plaguing Mexico lately: an intensifying drug war, a spate of
high-profile kidnappings and the U.S. crackdown on illegal immigration.

“With all the bad things going on, he makes us feel proud about our country,” says Carlos Romero Pifieda, a
taco vendar in Mexico City

Television action figure is an unlikely second career for Alexander, 58, a physicist who came to Mexico in 1979 to
help set up laboratories for analyzing soil. He spent the next 28 years testing farmland and prescribing fertilizers
for aid programs and the Mexican government.

“I'm just a scientist,” Alexander says. But as he launches into an explanation of soil acidity, it is clear why he has
become a successful travel host. The guy literally gets excited about di

During his years in the field, Alexander explored Mexico’'s most rural corners, learning Spanish from peasants
and discovering the country’s best food over meals atfarmers’ homes.

He met his wife, Veronica Gallardo, at an art gallery, unaware that she starred on a Televisa talk show.

In 2007, Gallardo and Alexander pitched the idea of a travel show to Televisa. Within months, the program had a
budget and debuted April 1, 2007.

In the first few episodes, Alexander was self-conscious about his Spanish.

“I know the words, but Il never get the accent,” he says. His vocabulary is sometimes imprecise. When he gets
excited, his efs and /&'s (the Spanish articles) go out the window, mixing up his genders. His viewers love it

"Its kind of funny. Its part of his charm,” says fan Azenett Martinez Frutero
Alexander plows through his lines. During a taping at a rodes, he tries to explain the competition to the camera.

The cameraman leans in to tell Alexander he has likened the rodeo to a beauty pageant. Does he want a
second take?

“Hell, nol” Alexander says. "Once you start programming this stuff, it's all over™
Oddly, viewers have the most trouble understanding Alexanders name

He always introduces the show as "GEM, Gringo en México,” pronouncing the initials as the word “gem.” Many
viewers think that's his name

“Gem! Gem!” shouts Oscar Mufiez Tovar, a spectator atthe rodeo, as he strains to take Alexanders picture with
a cellphone.

After 18 montns on the air, the half-hour show has visited 20 of Mexico's 31 states and spawned a travel column
in a magazine aimed at foreigners in Mexico

The show plans trips to other countries, producer Jorge Alfaro says. Alexander says he's exploring the idea of an
English version, tentatively titted Latin American Gringo.

“He talkes funny, but he brings a lot of respect for our culture,” says Ricardo Frijol Mendoza, a customer at the
Huarache Azteca restaurant, as he watches Alexander at a nearby table rave about a dish. "He's so curious
about Mexico, and it's flattering. Thats why people like him.”

Hawley is Latin America correspondent for USA TODAY and The Arizona Repubiic
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Gringo cheerleads for all things MexXxican

Chris Hawley
Republic Mexico City Bureau
Oct. 9, 2008 06:03 Pl

MEXICO CITY - He bounds arcund Mexice like a fanatical tourist, weaving through Indian
markets and colonial churches while urging his viewers 1o "Come on! Come on!” and
spewing Spanish in an awfulsmerican accent.

The "Gringo en Mexico,” as Robert Alexander is known, has become a hit with a TV show that
is half travelogue, half food fest and 100 percent enthusiasm for all things Mexican. Its a
potent pick-me-up in a country that has been feeling prety down about itself lately

Holal Welcome to GEM, Gringo en Méxicol” Alexander exclaimed to the camera as he
prepared to invade a Mexico City restaurant for that weelk’'s show celebrating Mexico's 1810
uprising against Spain, known as the grite (the cry). "Come onl Vamoes a GRITAHARRRS
advertisement

Since its debut last year, Gringo en Meéxico has become one of the top
shows on cable and satellite channels owned by entertainment giant Televisa, including
Unicabkle in Mexice, Televisa Internaticnal in Seuth America and Galavisien in the United
States and Europe. Its seen in 40 countries and has turned Alexander, a former soil scientist
frem San Francisce, inte an international phenamenaen.

GEM! Your show is great” said Morela Ortiz, a tourist from Venezuela who spotted Alexander
on a Mexico City sidewalk recently.

Each Gringo en México episode is 3 one-man expedition, as Alexander elbows his way into
festivals, interviews artisans and swoons over every bite of taco. His Spanish is pepperad
with Enalish exclamations - “Ch good!” “Yeah!” - and his blue eyes frequently bug out with
exciternent

Owver 77 episodes, Alexander has fought bulls, flown on & paraglider and bared itall on a
nude beach He's eatsn caterpillars. ant eags, roasted grasshoppers and fermented agave
sap.

Fans say the show is an antidete te the bad news that has plagued Mexico lately: an
intensifying drug war, high-profile kidnappings and what many see as increasing U.S
hostility toward Mexico

“With all the bad things going on, he makes us feel proud about cur country.” said Carlos
Romers Pifieda, a Mexico City taco vendor

From scientist to star

Inthe pit of @ rodeo arena, cowbaoys were shouting, ropes were fiying and lassced horses
were crashing to the ground as Alexanders crew filmed the second half of his
independence-week show. One lasso snapped. making a menacing whistle as it whipped
around. Ancther rope ran around a cowboy's saddle horn so guickly that it burned up in a
cloud of white smoke.

Thats smoke! Smell that!” Alexander exclaimed, just steps away from the action

Director Adolfo Gutiérrez waved frantically from the stands
Gutiérrez

They said you could go amywhere but down into the ring, and where do you go®
asked

Alexander smiled and pleaded ignorance

Television action figure is an unlikely second career for Alsxander, 58 He came to Mexico in
1979 to help set up |aboratories for analyzing soil. He spentthe next 28 vears tasting
farmland and prescribing fertilizers for aid programs and the Mexican government.

I'm just @ scientist,” Alexander said, Butas he launched ints an explanation of soil acidity, it
was clear why he has become a successful travel host. The guy can get excited about dirt

During his years in the field, Alexander explored Mexico's most rural corners, learming
Spanish from peasants and discovering the country’'s bestfood over meals atfarmers’
homes

He met his current wife, Veronica Gallardo, at an art gallery, unaware that she starred on a
Televisa talk show. In 2007, Gallardo and Alexander pitched the idea of a travel show to
Telsvisa. Within months, GEM: Gringe e México had a budget and debuted on April 1, 2007

The first episodes unleashed an Intsrnet debate

wWhen | saw it, it made me angry that a foreigner was teaching us apout our own country,
salid “Mitsui,” whao posted on the LevelUp Internet message board

But other viewers said they were quickly won over
The more | watch it, the more | feel guilty for wanting to visit Eurcpe or South America

because there is still sc much | dont know about my own dear Mexico,” wrote blogger Miguel
Tarredn

American accent

During the first few episodes. Alexander was self-conscious about his Spanish

| know the words, but I'll never getthe accent” he said. His vocabulary is sometimes
imprecise, and when he gets excited, his e/s and /a5 go outthe window, mixing up his
genders. But viewers loved it.

raw Alexander just plows through his lines. Later during the taping atthe rodeo ring, he
used the word concurso as he explained the competition

The cameraman leaned in to inform him he had just likened the rodeo to a beauty pagsant
Did he want @ second take?
"Hell. no!” Alexander said

“Once you start programming this stuff. it's all over.

After only 17 months on the air the half-hour show has visited 20 of Mexico's 31 states and
spawned a travel column in a magazine aimed st foreigners in Mexico

The show is now planning rips te cther countries, said preducer Jorge Arnulfo.

Reach the reporter at chris.hawley@arizonarepublic.com
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How a U.S. Expat Sees Mexico
Q&A: ‘Gringo’ Host Rebert Alexander

Laura Martinez - Multichannel News, 12/3/2008

Robert Alexander is not your typical gringo. The 58-year-old physicist arrived in Mexico in 1979 to do
agricultural research. Thirty years later. he became host of an unusual TV show. Gringo en Iéxico, a
half-hour gastronomic and cultural tour around Mexico. Produced by Mexico-based Grupo Televisa
Gringo en México has become one of the top programs on cable and satellite channels owned by
Televisa, including Unicable in Mexico, Televisa International in South America and Galavision in
Eurape. Hispanic TV Update spoke to Alexander {in a mix of English, Spanish and Spanglish) about
the show's origin and 2009 plans to expand it to other Latin American countries. An edited transcript
follows:

Q: How did a physicist from San Fi host of a pop TV show in Mexico?

A: My wife and | like watching cooking shows. And we were watching [Food Network chef] Tyler
Florence, who came to do a cooking show in Mexico. The guy doesn't speak Spanish and meets with
one of the best cooks in Mexico: she is telling him how to make male and tells him not to put more
salt, but he does it anyway, because he doesn't understand My wife and | were cringing, feeling
embarrassed. So. we thought: *Anybody can do that better!” We can do a better show. So we went to
Televisa and proposed a TV series

Q: What did you have in mind?

A: We filmed a pilot in Tlaxcala, with [independent] Hormiga Films and we had a blast. eating great
stuff and visiting some wonderful colonial places in the state. Ve showed the pilot to Televisa, and in a
matter of 30 days later. the company said: ‘Let's do it. You'll have a budget.’ Thirty days after that. we
had aitime and we were taping shows

Q: | understand your producers work closely with Mexico's Tourism Office. Why is that?

A: They [the tourism office] assign us a state agent, who works with a municipal agent to design a tour
of the state, going around and filming the best places to eat and the most interesting things to do. This
is great for Mexico's tourism, as the show is watched from Canada to Argentina, Scandinavia to North

Africa, Thailand to Australia ... and tourism is a huge business for Mexico

Q: Has the show been in every single state of the Republic?

A: Mot yet. I've done 22 out of 32 states ... but I'm planning to!

Q: What have been the mast fascinating things you've seen?

A: lwould say the jungles of Campeche and the beaches of Oaxaca. The father you go into the forests
and the jungles. the better the show. And also one thing I've learned is: the farther you go away from
civilization, the better you eat. But also, we have seen towns such as Pénjamo. Guanajuato. where
there are virtually no men; they all have migrated [to the U.S.] and there are women working on building
up their economies and trying to get their men back. The women are working hard and I've worked also
with the Economic Ministry to help these women support their businesses. They are working to attract
tourists in towns so that their men can come back

Q: You have a strong American accent. Has this been at all a problem?

A: Mot at alll People love my accent. | am a Gringo en México.

Q: What are your plans for next year?

A: We are looking forward to visiting other countries. and perhaps extending the show to Latin
America, and call it "Latin American Gringo.” We are trying to show the world what Mexico and Latin
America have to offer. But for now, we have programs from Mexico scheduled until March of 2009

Q: Have you ever thought about coming back to do agricultural work?

A: I'm done with all that. I'm a TV guy now.
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De gringo a gringo

El conductor de television estadounidense, Robert A lexander, se dice feliz por el triunfo presidencial de Barack
Obama
Robert Alexander nacié en San Francisco, fue hippy, estudié fisica y conocié a fondo el campo mexicano

realizando analisis de suelos. Su programa “Gringo en México”, que se transmite por Unicable, estaap unto de
llegar a 100 emisiones.

- Si naciste en San Francisco, eres liberal y deméc  rata, ¢no?
- Muuuy liberal y lo mas izquierda de los demdcratas.

- ¢, Como explicas que Bush se haya reelegido?
- Por gringos pen..., estlpidos, ultraderechistas. Solo tienes que recordar que apoyaron a Somoza, Batista, Sha de Iran, y
Marcos en las Filipinas.

- ¢, Votaste por Obama?
- Normalmente si voto en la embajada, pero esta vez no lo hice. Era garantizado el triunfo demdcrata. Nadie iba a votar por
McCain después de Bush.

- ¢ Pensaste que verias a un afroamericano en la Cas a Blanca?
- No. Completamente de sorpresa, y qué buena onda. Es interesante que puso a una mexicana como secretaria de Trabajo,
eso va a revolucionar el asunto de los braceros.

- ¢ Preferias a Hillary?
- Primero pensé mas en Hillary, pero ahora estoy mucho mas feliz. Hillary como se cretaria de Estado esta muy bien.

- ¢ Eras hippy de chavo?
- Si, garantizado. Vivi en los afios 60. Cada jueves, viernes, sabado, domingo, en el Avalon Ballroom: Grateful Dead, Jefferson
Airplane, Santana... museos, galerias.

- ¢, Mucha mota en San Francisco?
- iMuuucha mota! LSD, champifiones mexicanos. California todavia es asi. No va a cambiar.

- .Y ta?
- Quiero ser grefiudo todavia, pero mi esposa no me deja.

- ¢ Firmaste papelito con Verénica Gallardo?
- Nos casamos tres veces: por la ley, por la Iglesia y una boda nahuatl.

- ¢ Ya albureas?
- El equipo de produccion del programa es doctor en albur. A veces me pasa una pequefia cosita y todos riendo, y yo pregunto
gué pasa. Después ya me explican. Estoy aprendiendo.

- ¢ Qué te gusta comer?
- Muchas cosas. Recuerdo de Campeche una cochinita pibil con trozos de cerdo grasoso, riquisimo. Unas micro tajadas de
pulpo con aceite de olivo de Mérida.
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- ¢, Como andan tus triglicéridos y colesterol?
- No quiero saber. jY mi pobre higado! He probado tequilas, sotol, mezcal, de todo.

- ¢, Te costo trabajo comer picante?
- No. Yo he estado trabajando 20 afios en el campo mexicano, en programas agricolas, asi que conozco la comida. Existe una
frase: “Mientras mas lejos vayas en el campo, mas rico comes”.

- ¢,Conoces la venganza de Moctezuma?
- Nunca me enfermo, solamente cuando como hamburguesas.

- ¢Cémo nace el programa?

- Mi esposa y yo estdbamos viendo un programa de cocina en television. Era un gringo que no habla espafiol y no come chile.
Estaba con una heredera de la tradicién del mole, en Puebla, y no entendia nada. Entonces pensamos que podiamos hacer
algo mejor. Ademas de hablar de cocina presentamos sitios turisticos.

- ¢, Se ve el programa en Estados Unidos?
- Si. Me han entrevistado en USA Today, Multichannel News y en otros lados. Nos ven de Canada a Argentina, de
Escandinavia al norte de Africa, de Tailandia a Australia, a través de Televisa y Galavision.

- ¢,COmo preparan un programa?
- Se trabaja en cooperacién con la Secretaria de Turismo de México, con las secretarias de los estados y ellos nos contactan
con agentes municipales. No hay guién, lo que pasa, pasa. No repetimos tomas.

- Te moririas de hambre como torero, ¢,no?
- Yeah, si. A mi me dijeron: “Vas a lidiar con una vaquilla, es un perro, no pasa nada”. Y sale contra ti un torito de 150 kilos, con
cuernos, y lo lidias, y al final tienes que correr.
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[revista CRITICA DE LOS TURTLAS |
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Domineo 8 Marzo 2009  Hora:

Un gringo en Cabada

- Santiago Avendario recibio
a Robert Alexander “Gringo
en México”

Angel R. Cabada.- Animador
del  programa, “Gringo en
Mexica”, Robert Alexander ha
revitalizado el almanague
turistico en television de paga.
Con un itinerardo que ha
visitado los lugares mas
reconditos del pals, presenta
la gastranomia, cultura y folclor
de cada estado. Con su
particular forma de hablar v
asombrarse de Los platillos exoticos que le presentan y siempre aceptando un trago
mas de las bebidas que le ofrecen, Gem Gringo en México, da al televidente una
guia turistica, muy apegada ala realidad que vive el pars.

Producido por Televisa Networks y transmitido por Unicable, llegd hasta Angel R,
Cabada la produccion de este programa, guienes fueron recibidos por el Alcalde
Santiago Avendano Barros y su esposa Silvia Vergara de Avendafo los que
acompararon a Robert en su recorrido a la cascada Salto de Tula, el balneario §
Charros y el restaurante La Bamba, donde capto imagenes de la abundante agua de
estas caidas ] : Y

espectaculares y
las exquisiteces

preparadas  con
mariscos y

pescados de los
que expreso el
gringo, “no tienen
comparacion  se
resbalan por la
garganta”, de los
que recibid
explicacion  por
parte de la sra.
Silvia Vergara de
su preparacion y
elementos
culinarios, Cabe
mencionar que el contacto para realizar esta grabacidn en el municipio fue de la
Direccion de Cinematografia del Estado de Veracruz, dirigida por el Lic. Prospera
Rebolledo. Direccion creada acertadamente en este mandato de gobierno, por el
maestro Fidel Herrera Beltran v asi atraer producciones de cine y television lo que
esta dando frutos en la promocion del estado a nivel internacional ya que este
programa se ve en Europa del naorte, Sudamérica, Africa y los Estadas Unida de
MNorteamerica. En proxima emision se mencionara a este municipio como cuna de la
cultura Olmeca y lugar de asentamiento del primer trapiche de mieles de la cana en
América, del que ain se localizan vestigios en la comunidad de Paso del Ingenio
donde se proyectan importantes trabajos en materia de ecoturismo.
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Noticias Del Sur en EspafiolEnglish

29 de Julio del 2010 |

‘Star Flyer' a 360 replica clipper cruise ship - see P. 5
'Star Flyer', un velero de 306 pies - ver P.5

San Juan del Sur to La Virgen
Road to receive
“Preventative Maintenance™

Carretera de San Juan del Sur

Noticias de la
Alcaldia
de San Juan del Sur
P's.12y 13

“GEM?™, Gringo en Meéxico

A partir del 31 de Julio imiciari su
recorrido por 1a chudad turisticn de nuestro
mumicipio gl programa “GEM", Gringo
en México, de la cadenn televisiva
Meticana TELEVISA. Esia trata de un
norieamericano gue Yiaja por
Centroamérica visitando destinos
turisticos mmry atractivos, filmando su
gente, culters, ficstas y radiciones. Bs un
mwmmwmwiduymlw.

On the 31" of july, "GEM" {Gringa in Maxica] the hit Mexican televisian
show from the Televisa TV Network will be filming in San Juan dei Sur.
This s & saw about 3 North American who travels to attractive tourist
locations fllming its people, culture, festivals and traditions. It & fun
and dynamic shew and has become very popularin Mexico,
Agenda - 31 de julia

130 am Llegada a San Juan del Sur

Arrive S5dS

Visita & Cristo de 1a Misericordia -

Vixit to the Jesus Statue

Almuerzo on Pelican Eyes

Lunch at Pelican Eyes

Recorrido de la Ciodad de San Juas del Sury
1glosia, Casa de Promocion Turistica, escuclas de
espafiol, Casa Integral (de Cultura), Puente
Colgante, Mercado Municipal,

Tour of &idS

Leceiones de surf en Playa Madems (Arena
Calicnte escucls de surf)

Surf Lessom ai Playa Maderas with Arena Caliente
Registro y descanso cn hotel Victorane

Check In at Hotel Victorianz

Cenn en Restaurante El Timén, ccod comida casers,
habré presentacidn de baile foleliricos. (MNoche de
verben)

Dinner ar EI Timon, Fotk Dencing and Music Show
Recorrido nocturno por San Juan del Sur, visitars
Bar Igoana, Restaurant: Vivian con misica viva,
The Pier, Arribas Bar, donde cstard amenizando la
agrupecién Perro Zompopo, Bar Repiblica,
Restauranie El Poxa, discotecn Cangrejo Loco
(Crazy Crab) y El Surf Casing.

Night on the Town

11:00 am
12200 md

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

5:00 pm
6:00 pm

T:Mpm

e 2 - 1 de Agosto :
07:00 am Desayung en Birrio Café v salida hacia Menagus
Bredkfast at Barrio Cefé and Departure to Managua

Direceidn de Promocion y Mercadeo

Institut Micaraglense de Turismo

INTUR Teléf, (505) 2254-5191/2254-51 20 Ext. 169
Fax: (505) Z222-6610 wrw,visitanicaragus com

Yucatan — Chichen ltza




